Robert Joseph Hathaway
December 28, 1955 - September 2, 2019

Robert Joseph Hathaway, a longtime South Bend resident died September 2, 2019 at his
home after a long battle with cancer; he was 63. He was born December 28, 1955 to
Lorence and Mary (Doyle) Hathaway in Aberdeen, Washington.
Robert graduated from Ocosta High School in 1974. Robert worked as a building
inspector, firefighter, fire marshall for the Raymond Fire Department, in the logging
industry, and as a handyman in his later years.
In 1990 he married Theresa Willeford at her grandparents’ home in South Bend (the home
of Ole and Grace Simonson).
Some of Robert’s hobbies included woodworking, crafting bowls, and many other forms of
artwork.
Robert is preceded in death by his parents, and his brother Thomas. Surviving Robert are
his wife Theresa,, his daughter Kristine Marie Hathaway of Portland, his stepson Michael
Willeford of South Bend, his sister Beth Howe of Hoquiam, and two brothers; Loren C. of
Montesano, and Gerald W. of John’s River.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Raymond Fire Department, Catholic
Social Services, Helping Hands, or St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Raymond.
There will be a memorial held on October 19, 1 p.m. at the St. Lawrence Catholic Church
in Raymond, with a reception and honors following at the Raymond Elks Lodge at 2 p.m.

Comments

“

I had intended to speak publicly to pay his due honor, But, as sometimes happens,
time and folks wandered...I hope other friends and family will find this tribute and feel
comfort with knowing how adored and respected Bob was. He lived his life well,
showing love, laughter, and sharing amazing Renaissance man artistic and
mechanical skill!
First, his most endearing quality, after fixing my washing machine, and God and
family know how I love my washer, was his mastery of captivating an audience! He
would tenaciously follow a listener, telling a story, over, under, around and through
whatever the setting might present...to tell his tale to conclusion. I will miss his
delightful escort through the grocery store, always catching me up with a joke or a
recounting of his daughter's adventures. What will I do without his detailed advice on
fixing my latest mechanical mutiny? Often, he ended up helping his way out of a
paying repair job and saving me money with his smart and frugal insight and tricks of
the trade.
His patience and steadfast good nature didn't just apply to jokes or a good story.
Bob's incredible handyman skills went with him everywhere. He was the kind of
friend that would stand up and show up whenever he was needed. He moved heavy
stuff and machinery any and every time we moved. He went with our family to
Ellensburg for some fishing fun and ended up building a chimney for my father-inlaw.
There are endless stories to be remembered.And we will no doubt find our smiles
again. But our friend, family man, fireman, building inspector(wrote up our deck
project up as a small beer drinking platform), woodworker, artist, handyman, story
teller, and all around good guy, Bob, is irreplaceable. We loved a him and are forever
grateful for the authentic, talented, life he lived with us.
Lovingly,
Cindy and Steve Probasco

Cindy and Steve Probasco - October 23, 2019 at 05:30 PM

“

Well, this made me cry. Even though I didn't know Bob well, over the many years that
I lived in Raymond I saw him around the community often and he just seemed like a
sweet, wonderful guy. From reading the other tributes on this page it is obvious that
Bob had friends who dearly loved him. I am so sorry to hear this sad news and my
most sincere condolences go out to Bob's wife and family and his friends, who must
be having a very hard time with this. I hope your wonderful memories of this allaround great guy will help you get through this difficult time. You left too soon, Bob.
May you rest in peace.

Lori Smith - September 13, 2019 at 07:30 PM

“

Bob will be missed by us all. His love for his wife and daughter was amazing and he
talked of them often. I took him to one of his treatments and we shared lots of stories
and laughs and that is a time I will always be thankful for. Bob had the gift of gab that
will be missed. Bob was an amazing wood worker as well and made beautiful
wooden signs. He was a very talented man. Rest In Peace Bob, It just won’t be the
same without you. Janice and Ken Wetterauer

Janice and Ken Wetterauer - September 11, 2019 at 10:55 PM

“

Bob - no words can describe what you meant to me and many others at Raymond
Fire. You and I went thru a lot together both in the early days and then later when I
was the chief. I will never ever forget you - RIP My Brother
"The Maker Makes Us and the Taker Takes Us - sometimes too soon" - KD Miller

kevin miller - September 11, 2019 at 03:27 PM

