George G McNelly
January 3, 1943 - February 20, 2021

George G McNelly
George McNelly was called home to heaven Saturday, February 20, 2021. He was born in
Olympia, WA, on January 3, 1943, to George R. and Virginia (Berdine) McNelly. He had
five siblings - Denis McNelly, Joel (Cathleen) McNelly, Howie (Annie) McNelly, Kathleen
(John) Taylor, and Eileen McNelly and numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces and
nephews that he loved to spend time with.
George, aka Buzz, had great memories of growing up in Winlock, WA. He told stories of
earning money for extras by picking strawberries, peeling bark, harvesting timber cone for
seed, collecting scrap metal, mowing lawns, etc. He said his parents taught them to earn
their “own stuff”.
After graduation, he attended St Martin’s College while working part-time. George enjoyed
a long banking career and retired in 2009. He spent many hours during his retirement
working on his tree farms, restoring a vintage motorcycle, visiting and reminiscing with
friends, cutting wood, and faithfully watching Jeopardy.
Although George and Anne (Fosse) celebrated their 40th anniversary at home due to
COVID, not all anniversaries were so uneventful. One of George’s fondest memories was
their 25th anniversary trip to New Brunswick where he was able to explore his familial
roots. They were blessed with two daughters, Megan and Leigh. George’s eyes always lit
up talking about his girls and he always made sure his family was taken care of first…
every time.
A graveside service will be Saturday, March 6th, 2021 at 1 PM at Fern Hill Cemetery in
Menlo, WA.
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Comments

“

JoAnn Rucker lit a candle in memory of George G McNelly

JoAnn Rucker - March 23 at 03:43 PM

“

“

Thank you
Anne - April 01 at 09:56 PM

Linda M Lagergren lit a candle in memory of George G McNelly

Linda M Lagergren - March 08 at 06:03 PM

“

Linda, Thank you!
Anne
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:40 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy and prayers!

Maureen Petit - March 06 at 05:47 PM

“

Thank you, Maureen!
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:40 PM

“

Maureen Petit lit a candle in memory of George G McNelly

Maureen Petit - March 06 at 05:45 PM

“

“

Thank you
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:41 PM

I'm so sorry for your loss. George's passing has effected our whole neighborhood.
He was always willing to help me with Marv. He helped us when we needed brush
hauled away and he even helped me by sawing down a stump for me just a few
months ago. He was always helping to clean up the neighborhood. We will all miss
him. Love to you all.

Millie Clements - March 06 at 01:18 PM

“

“

He enjoyed helping! Thank you, Millie
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:41 PM

George was a special guy to many. May he be remembered fondly by all who knew
him. He made a difference in the world.

Jackie G Kure - March 05 at 03:03 PM

“

He was a special guy! Thank you
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:42 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss, peace.

Jill Gardner - March 04 at 06:48 PM

“

“

Thank you, Jill!
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:42 PM

Roxanne Hutchins lit a candle in memory of George G McNelly

Roxanne Hutchins - March 03 at 11:21 PM

“

Thank you
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:43 PM

“

We met George when we first moved to the South Bend area, around 1977. He was
so helpful and kind to two young people, with two little kids, that wanted to find
property, build a home out in the Valley area, where we could grow fir trees. Rex and
I were graduates of Oregon State University, looking for our dream of settling down,
raising our kids in this wonderful and caring community. George gave us a
suggestion and with a hand shake, helped us buy that property, later helping us build
a house in the 1980's, when interest rates were crazy high. He basically believed in
us, our plan, gave us encouragement and became a dear friend through forestry and
in the community.
We are so sorry for your dear loss of a wonderful, kind, and faithful man. He always
made us feel as though we were the most important persons when we talked with
him. He was so encouraging and engaging within his community. After he retired
from banking, we would see him at forestry meetings and again, always interested in
what others were doing with their land and discussing the future of timber and being
a good steward of nature.
He will be deeply missed by his many friends and family.
Rex and Roxanne Hutchins

Roxanne Hutchins - March 03 at 11:20 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear about George. Our deepest sympathy to all of the family. We’re
sorry that we couldn’t come to the service as we are in Yuma. Our thoughts and prayers.
Maureen Petit - March 06 at 05:43 PM

“

I first met George when I did telephone work for the bank that George managed. In my 35
years as a phone man I met 2 people that I became friends with. George was those. We
had many coffees at the old Raymond Hotel. Once my son and I did work for George when
I was on strike. I joked with him about naming his daughter after me! The world was a
better place with George being here. Thanks for being my friend!
Lee H. Thomasson (Lee the Phone man)
Lee H. Thomasson - March 06 at 07:32 PM

“

George loved getting to know people...and remembered them. In his banking years he
loved to help people out! The world was truly a better place with George being here!
Thank you for sharing!
Anne McNelly - March 22 at 08:49 PM

